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Alder Hey organs scandal

In an undercover video released Wednesday, a former technician for a tissue-harvesting
company details how an aborted baby was kept alive so that its heart could be harvested at a
California Planned Parenthood facility, raising more legal questions about the group’s practices.

Furthermore, it emerged that Birmingham Children's Hospital and Alder Hey Children's Hospital
in Liverpool had also given thymus glands, removed from live children during heart surgery, to a
pharmaceutical company for research in return for financial donations. Alder Hey also stored
without consent 1,500 fetuses that were miscarried, stillborn or aborted.

[ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alder_Hey_organs_scandal ]

harvest organs, ex-technician says

In an undercover video released Wednesday, a former technician for a tissue-harvesting
company details how an aborted baby was kept alive so that its heart could be harvested at a
California Planned Parenthood facility, raising more legal questions about the group’s practices.

Holly O'Donnell, a former blood and tissue procurement technician for the biotech startup
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StemExpress, also said she was asked to harvest an intact brain from the late-term, male fetus
whose heart was still beating after the abortion.

David Daleiden, the video project leader, said the undercover footage and interviews show that
fetuses are sometimes delivered “intact and alive” before their organs are harvested.

The federal Born-Alive Infants Protection Act of 2002 says that when a child is born alive,
including having a beating heart, he or she is a legal person and has a right to lifesaving
medical care.

[ http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/aug/19/planned-parenthood-kept-aborted-babies
-alive-to-ha/ ]

Body Snatchers: Organ Harvesting For Profit

Kidneys and other organs are selling to the highest bidder on the black market.

Recently in China, a missing 6-year-old boy was found alone in a field, crying. Upon closer
inspection, both eyes had been removed, presumably for the corneas.

In 2012, a young African girl was kidnapped and brought to the UK for the sole purpose of
harvesting her organs. She was one of the lucky ones—rescued before she went under the
knife. Authorities feel this is just the tip of the iceberg.
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This isn't just an international occurrence. Kendrick Johnson, a Georgia teen, died at school
January 2013. The local sheriff quickly determined the death was a freak accident, that he
suffocated after getting stuck in a rolled up mat in the school gym. Johnson's parents however,
could not—would not—accept that. Six months after his death, they obtained a court order to
have the body exhumed for an independent autopsy.

The pathologist was stunned when he found the corpse stuffed with newspaper. The brain,
heart, lungs and liver were missing. He also discovered Johnson's death was due to blunt force
trauma to the right side of his neck. The FBI is now involved in this disturbing case with
potentially shattering reverberations.

Nancy Scheper-Hughes has spent over ten years studying the dark side of organ harvesting
and trafficking which is driven by greedy middle men and desperate, wealthy recipients. Black
market organs are being transplanted in New York, Philadelphia, and Los Angeles at $150,000
a pop. She reports there are "broker-friendly" US hospitals, complete with surgeons who either
don't know or don't care where the organs come from.

Organ donation is only possible if the organ in question has blood and oxygen flowing through it
until the time of harvesting. A living donor can give a whole kidney, a portion of their liver, lung,
intestine or pancreas. Otherwise, the donor must be declared brain dead while circulation and
oxygenation remain intact.

Today, 120,771 people are waiting for an organ, and 18 will die every day while waiting. Just
one donor has the ability to save up to 8 lives. Where there's a demand, there's a way. And for
the wealthy money is no object when it comes to a vitally needed body part.

Organ donation is strictly regulated in the US, yet a black market is alive and well. Typically a
broker will team up with a funeral home director, forging consent forms and a death certificate to
harvest human tissue before the body is cremated or buried. Sometimes organs are harvested
from a living victim for compensation. In the worst case it involves kidnapping for the purpose of
organ harvesting. Always at the end of the chain is a wealthy recipient, willing to pay big bucks
with no questions asked.

In some countries, impoverished villagers may sell an organ for several hundred dollars. In
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others, organ harvesting is tied to human trafficking. Children sold into slavery or a life of sexual
abuse are also used for their organs.

There's a black market for hearts, lungs, and livers, but the kidney is the most sought after.
According to the World Health Organization, approximately 7,000 kidneys are illegally harvested
annually by traffickers worldwide and the prices vary widely by country.

The average buyer spends $150,000 (though prices in excess of $200,000 are common) while
the average donor gets $5,000. The big profits go the the middle men and “organ brokers”. In
the US 98,463 individuals are waiting for a kidney as of October 25, 2013. Of those, about half
will die before they receive one.

The profits are huge, and money is a temptation many brokers and doctors just cannot resist. In
2010 WHO estimated about 11,000 organs were obtained on the black market. WHO also
claims that an organ is sold every hour of every day, 365/7.

What is your kidney worth to you? A broker located in China openly advertised "Donate a
kidney, buy a new iPad!" In addition, the donor would be compensated $4,000 and it could be
harvested quickly and easily in as little as 10 days.

There's an enormous demand for organs, and whenever there's gap between supply and
demand desperate buyers and desperate sellers will dictate a black market. Now organized
crime is involved, sometimes leaving the poor victim without their organ and quite possibly
without being paid.

Even here in the U.S., there have been accusations (no proof) of allowing patients on life
support to die in order to remove the organs while the heart is still beating. This is a multi-million
dollar industry, and as the wealth gap continues to widen, it’s only expected to get worse.

[ https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/reading-between-the-headlines/201311/body-snatcher
s-organ-harvesting-profit ]
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